Boat Trip
Itwmnﬂ'mﬁwdmm!’m:m.hmlmhm
memwum;uamm“dwum

e M““‘“’“‘“Mhmwww
- Mwmmwwmummmm.mm
) . : = “r- X -, wl“mﬂfﬂm'ﬂzmi;mmm‘hy‘
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Teachers use six features to identify strengths in a piece of writing, and the Provincial Achieve- ) Just packed and ready when Fred put some
U nderstanding ment Standards describe appropriate and strong writing in each of these for the end of Grade 7. In”“‘“mu;ﬁuu,,mwm
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The excerpt from Boat Trip on the opposite page is an example of an appropriate piece of writing : sticky weather even though forecass was good.

Provincial Achievement Standards byastudentat the end of Grade 7.
in Reading and Writing

Helping your child to be successful

at your child has fully made the transitions :
ddle school, he or she is maturing as areader
riter. As a parent, you can continue to be a

e of support and encouragement while — -
ting his or her independence. - - -

Writing Revision Checklist

Content

[] Iselected a topic with a main idea.

[] lincluded straight forward and
predictable ideas and events.

[ ] Isupported my ideas with effective
details.

Organization

[ ] lused myintroduction to let my readers
know what | will be writing about.

[ ] Iputmyideasin alogical order and
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Content includes the topic, focus, ideas and details of the piece of writing. In a thed called Machias, Maine, This yas very
organized them into paragraphs.

Boat Trip, for example, the writer has chosen to write about the MacDonalds' boating trip, EXCiting to Brian and his sister, who had never been on 5 i
and enhanced the ideas by including details such as the raincoats and what they ate. before except for 3 s
- After they had been Eoing for about thres

Organization involves the form of the writing (letter, story, report, etc.) and the order and Bours, they stopped just off an island 10 swim. They swam 5
grouping of ideas. The story Boat Trip unfolds in a way that is easy to follow, with the setting while before they had some hotg = "
and characters introduced at the beginning and the events presented in a logical sequence. hamburgers.

Each paragraph contains related ideas.

[ ] lincluded an obvious conclusion.

Word Choice

[ ] lincluded precise words and/or

The weather was
FEArting to get rougher by now and there technical language.

[ ] lincuded descriptive words (adjectives,

Word Choice concerns the vocabulary and language that is used. The writer of Boat Trip used
adverbs, strong verbs, strong nouns).

out to
descriptive words (sticky and weary), technical phrases (changed its course) and figurative PO WA Frod v $enlt 8 message saying that hurricane
language (clear as glass). Wi Barbara had changed jrs course and it was
4 heading straight for

them. Fred, who was & very calm person, came ot 20d told them

Voice

Voice shows that the writer cares about the topic and is able to engage the reader. The reader gets
a sense of the writer’s feelings and personality. In Boat Trip, several phrases show voice (decided to i that their best bet was 1o 89 Straight for a smal]

- goforit, looking a little weary, and turned the boat and put the throttle at full speed). Point or they could town called Sandy
: 80 straight for home, but it would be hard 0

W’"W would make jt in time., Hﬁ!bfﬁe
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[ ] Imade my reader interested in my topic.

[ ] Ishowed that | care about my topic.

[] lincluded personal feeling, energy
and individuality.

Sentence Structure relates to the kinds, structures, lengths and beginnings of sentences that are
used. In Boat Trip, a variety of complex sentence structures is used (After they had been going ...,
they stopped just off an island for a swim. They swam for a while before they had some hotdogs

and hamburgers). they decided 10 go for it “Very well then,” said Fred . Sentence Structure
Iktlewmy_n turned
Conventions include spelling, punctuation and grammar. The writer of Boat Trip " the boat, and put the throttle a2 full speed. [ ] lincluded different kinds of sentences,
spelled almost all words correctly and used internal punctuation, such as commas One hour [ater both simple and complex.
and quotation marks. It
B 4 bad started 1o rain and the wind was rattling the windows [] lincduded avariety of sentence lengths
_———— = =18 Thi ) and beginnings to make my writing
. . o ’ . . | “imnstes later interesting.
You can be involved in building your preteen’s writing skills. The waves were 50 big tht they had aimast .
' Conventions

the anchor fell off the tide of the boat. Brian's dad went out to
cut

Before Writing During Writing After Writing the rope because the current was 1o Strong 1o hale it back in when 5 L] used correct end punctuation and
Invite your child to talk with you This is a time to encourage Be available to offer feedback and suggestions. “"mmlﬂhmmw Brian's uncle had aptalzaton.
/ about the w_rltlng assignment anq mdepen.dence. You‘can help AIv'viays begin py pomtlnq out thg strengths in the scen what happened and jumped ig —— . ild's [ Vinduded intemal punctuation{commas,
i * 1 how the topic connects to your child's by keeping the environment | writing, referring to specific details. Help your Brian's dad. ~ reading and writing quotation marks, apostrophes).
_"-" e own experiences. If your child is having | as free from distractions as preteen focus first on checking the ideas and m“hhmﬂﬂ“ﬂhm Asfor e skill development.
W : - - trouble getting started, suggest that | possible. organization of the piece prior to revising for they all made it back home. After cangs i [ ] 1used correct spelling.
— she or he try listing ideas, making an voice, word choice and sentence structure. Lastly, “apsizing the boat and staying
5 idea web or brainstorming before encourage your child to read the piece aloud and together and floating sround until they were picked up by » [ ] lused correct \(/jerb tenses, subject-verh
New “= SNouveau beginning the first draft. to make her or his own corrections to punctuation, belicopter, This agreement and pronouns.
Brunswick www.gnb.ca/education spelling and grammar, - s their st and most Hikely their last boat wip,




