Black or White

%@ by Louise Lampl %

. ' Black, white, Hispauic, Asian, or Native

szt

- American? These days, most people give credence (0

the idea that people can belong to more than one race.
Those who have a black father and a white mother

can identify themselves as either black or white—or

both. A person can be Hispanic and Asian or Native

' _American and European. When people call themselves

multiracial, it means they honor and accept more than
one ethaic group as part of their heritage.

Singer Mariah Carey’s mother is white and Irish.
Her father is black and Venezuelan. Actress Halle
Berry, golf star Tiger Woods, and actor Keanu Reeves
are all multiracial. Derek Jeter, the New York Yankees
ballplayer, is multiracial; too. His father is African
American, his mother is white and Irish.

Jeter remembers that some of his high school
classmates were perplexed. White students thought
fhe was black. Black students presumed he was white.
Others would walk up to him and start speaking
Spanish. '




“I'm biracial,” }et_;e_r says. “People ask
if P'm black or white. 'm both. I'm not
one race.”

De{fon Sutherland, 13, faced myriad
questions from classmates about his race.
They would ask him in the cafeteria of his

:midc_lle school in Montclair, New Jersey.
“They're just confused,” says Devon, who
has a white mother and a black father.

At Ieast two million multiracial people
live in the United States today. There may
be as many as six million. As that number
grows, the idea that every person has to be
of just one race is being surpassed by the
multiracial concept.

“Not all people fit neatly into one little
box,” say Ramona Douglas. She leads a
group that supports multiracial Americans.
“People should have the choice o identify
themselves as they perceive themselves
not as others do.” -

Jeter was asked which he would choose
if he had the choice of being all black or
all white. He said he would choose both. “I
wouldn’t change a thing. T have the best of
both worlds.”

Wﬁaﬁ d@es Barek Jeter mean {é
- when he says he has the haa'é: f
", of both wo ds? : *é
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¢ dYour Understanding

Eill in the letter with the best answer for each question.

1. According fo the article, being mulfiracial
means
® enjoying the best of both worlds.
being a member of more than one race.
© not wanting to change who you are.
® confusing friends and strangers.

2. The main idea of this article is that
® multiracial people face great difficulties.
being mufiiracial is nothing special.

© more people in the United States now consider

themselves multiracial.
® many celebrifies are of mixed herifoge.

3. Which detail does not suppor’r‘ﬁ;é main idea
of this article? '

® There are millions of multiracial peOplé in the
United States today. _

© Devon Sutheriand is in middie school.
® Atitudes about racial ideniity are changing.

 multiracial?

Derek Jeter is both African American and lrish.

4. Why might people identify themselves as

® They are proud of iheir ancesiry.

There aren't enough mulfiracial people
- iving in the United States.

© The law requires them fo do so.
® They don't know who their ancestors are.

5. What is the author's purpose?

® to inform
to enterfain
© to express an opinion

® ol of the dbove

Vocabulary

Find each vocabulary word in the selection.
The words and sentences around it will help
you figure out its meaning.

T o

Eillin the letter with the best definition of the
underlined word.

1. Are you of Hispanic, Asian, or Native
American heritage?
® Latin American © Gresk
® Japanese | ® Canadian

£. Most people give credence to the idea that
people can be multiraciol.
@ grief © acceplance
o comfort ® lip service

3. Multiracial means that more than one ethnic
group is part of a person’s heritage.
® relafing 1o a group of oeople with the.
© 7 same race or country of origin
elating fo a group of aihletes
© relating fo @ group of students™
® relating fo @ group of famous people

4. The idea of a single heritage is being
surpassed by the multiracial concept.
® imitated © left out -
overtaken ® repeated

5. People should identify themselves as they
perceive themselves, not as others do.

® respect © wiite about
see ® present
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. Number prefixes come af the

. beginning of a word. They give clues
, about the meaning of the word. The prefix |
- bi- means "iwo.” The prefix mesdfi- means
- “many.” . :

¢ A biracial commission is composed of
- people representing fwo races.

" A multiracial neighborhood is composed
. of people of many races. ;

Read the words with the number prefixes bi- or muli-.

Then write the word that best completes euch sentence.

- multiple  multilingual  multiculturaism
biannudl  bilingual

1. To honor the many diverse cultures in this
country is fo respect

2. There are benefits to being
member of more than one ethnic group.

3. If people grow up speaking two languages,

they are

Dafta .

4. A report is one that comes!
out every two years.

3. If a person is fluent in many languages, he
of she is considered

. The long-i sound can be spelled several

* different ways.

viiife idea might

try

Weite the word in the sentesce that hus the
long-i seund. Then underline the letters that
spell the scund in eack word.

&. Derek Jefer's high school dlassmates asked
about his herituge. '

7. What is Marich Carey's family background?
8. She has a white mother and a black father: (

?. Many people idenfity themselves s
muliiracial.

tQ. Tiger Woods and Keanu Reaves are both
multiracial.

I the article “Not Just Black or White,” you read that millions of people in the United States are mullivacial and
the number is growing. What cor people do fo celebrate the racial diversity of the United Stutes?

® Plan to design a poster that will celebrate our
multiracial culture. Copy and complete a chart iike

the one shown to help organize your thoughts.
First, list some facts about multiracial people. Then,
suggest reasons for celebrating racial and cultural

diversity.

* Create your poster. Don't forget fo add picture or
interest fo e poster.

P S, P S |
di’uv\.’!ng to add visual

Reasons to celebrate
racial ond culfural
diversity

| Facts about
{ mulfiracial people

i Millions of people To show that diversity

is accepted

1 Multiracial people

We can learn o ot fre .
1 have contribuied '

our differences i




