

Minutes

Fairvale Elementary School, Parent School Support Committee 
April 16, 2015
The meeting was called to order by E. Tait at 7:20PM in FES boardroom.
In attendance
Peter Menchenton, Kevin Finnigan, Kendra Gallant, Emily Ingersoll, Elizabeth (Liz) Tait, Dave McLeod, Judy Kilpatrick, Ashley Dobbin, Jana Comeau (note taker), Bridget Stack, Judy Kilpatrick, Bonnie Hierlihy, Marty McCarthy, Charlotte Pierce

Regrets

Tricia Wilson, Tracy MacPherson, Robin Kirkpatrick-Evans 
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from meeting of February 19, 2015 were approved. 
DEC Update (C. Pierce)
· C. Pierce confirmed that community consultation meetings related to the Department of Education’s Policy 409 have been held at the following schools: Norton Elementary, Brown’s Flat Elementary, Lorne Elementary and Pennfield Elementary. Votes have also been held for the latter two, and final decision is now pending Ministerial approval.  She indicated this has been an extremely difficult task over the past few months. 
· C. Pierce confirmed that the Department of Education has been tasked with finding $111 million in savings, $24 million of which must come from ASD-S. Some of these savings will come through infrastructure realignment and school closures under Policy #409, but the bulk of savings will be realized through reduction in human capital. Some of the human resource savings will come through attrition, while some may come through cross cuts to programs such as mentorship. 

· J. Comeau asked whether the French Immersion program is one that might be under review. C. Pierce indicated that this had not been discussed in any meetings she has attended. 

· M. McCarty asked whether the amalgamation of school districts under the previous government realized the intended savings. C. Pierce said this still remains unclear. 

· E. Ingersoll suggested that those who have thoughts that might be able to contribute to the  broader discussion might consider attending some of the province’s Innovation Week activities through which the government hopes to hear from the electorate on ways to improve the economy. 
School Improvement Plan (B. Hierlihy) – Ends Policy #1
· B. Hierlihy reviewed the school’s activities around Ends Policy #1 which states: All members of the Fairvale Elementary School community will work to improve school climate and maintain a positive learning environment. Some updates include:

· WinSchool data shows a significant decrease in misconducts, which are down to 72 from 91.

· Our behavioral pyramid of intervention has now been shared with 8 other schools.

· Mrs. Buckley, the school intervention workers, has implemented a successful Walk and Talk program on the playground. This program is attributed to the decrease in WinSchool data, but this role is one that is in danger of being cut because not all schools have one. 

· Ms. Casey, the new guidance counselor, has been instrumental in enhancing the 7-habits program even further throughout the school. 
 “Once Around the Table”

Adjournment 

· Meeting was called to adjournment by E. Tait at 9:10PM.
Next Meeting
May 21, 2015 at 7:15PM at Shadow Lawn Inn, Rothesay. 
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