

Minutes

Fairvale Elementary School, Parent School Support Committee 
October 16, 2012
The meeting was called to order by Bonnie Hierlihy at 8:40PM at the Hampton Middle School following the annual District PSSC meeting and orientation. 
In attendance
Robin Kirkpatrick, Judy Kilpatrick (Teacher’s Representative), Dwayne Branch, Tricia Wilson, Liz Tait (Home and School Representative), Heather Tait (Chairperson), Jana Comeau, Charlotte Pierce (DEC representative), Bonnie Hierlihy (FES Principal)
Regrets

Brian Lordon, Tracy MacPherson
Welcome and Introductions

Members introduced themselves to the group. The only new member is Robin Kirkpatrick. B. Hierlihy confirmed that the following members from last year did not reoffer: Carolyn McCoy, Christina Taylor, and Bill Babstock. 
PSSC Website

A brief discussion was held regarding whether member phone numbers, emails and addresses should be posted on the PSSC page of the FES Website. It was agreed that only telephone numbers and emails would be posted, but not street addresses. The value of having an official PSSC email address (FESPSSC@nbed.nb.ca) should be made available for parents who want to reach out to committee. The email could be forwarded to one of the members of the PSSC executive who could bring issues forward to larger group at meetings. 
Election of Chairperson, Vice Chair and Secretary

· Heather Tait indicated that she would be willing to continue in the role of Chairperson. The committee was unanimously supportive of her remaining as Chair.

· Liz Tait offered to assume role of Vice Chairperson. The Committee unanimously supported this appointment.
· Jana Comeau offered to continue her role of Secretary.

Completion of Member Declaration Forms

· All members present completed the required declaration form and submitted them to B. Hierlihy.
Choosing of meeting dates and times

· The following meeting dates were chosen for the 2012/2013 school year: November 22, January 24, February 24 (if required), April 11, May 9, June 6. With the exception of the June date, all meetings will be held at 7:30PM in the school library.
· Some discussion was had regarding using one of the scheduled meeting times to hold a Math Night for parents to review current curricular approaches and means in which they can support student learning.
School Improvement Plan Draft Review
· The draft for the new School Improvement Plan for 2012/2015 was distributed and reviewed. B. Hierlihy hopes to have final version for publication no later than January 2013.
· Some preliminary comments on the SIP included:
· Perhaps the FES Perceptions Survey should be broadened.
· Literacy benchmarks should be made available to parents. 
· A Grade 5 Math Night for parents should be organized as the math approaches now are so different from math taught in previous generations, so parents need extra information in order to be able to best support their children.
· Community connections still require more effort, and it is as important for students to be out in community as it is for community to come to school. Efforts are being made to develop ties to seniors groups, but mobility seems to be problematic. 
· It was agreed that one ends policy would be discussed and reviewed in more detail at each of the upcoming meetings.
“Once Around the Table”

· C. Pierce provided update from DEC in regards to the reorganization of the School Boards. 
· L. Tait mentioned that perhaps school survey information could be made available in the school year. 
Adjournment 

· Meeting was called to adjournment by J. McFarlane at 8:25, seconded by B. Lordon.
Next Meeting
November 22, 2012, Library. 
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