Your child's ability to read and write
effectively will be one of the most
important tools that she or he will
use to build a successful future.

Be a part of your child's learning
by encouraging his or her progress
and providing every-
day opportunities

U nderSta ndlng to read and write
Provincial Achievement Standards athome.
in Reading and Writing

[
Helping your child to be successful ®

RECOgn 1Z@ thessigns of a

Find everyday chances to encourage your child to write.
« Encourage your child to write to-do lists and personal
calendars to develop organizational skills. Begin an

online space to share family updates and events.
« Write with your child. If your child has an online
space, request an invitation to contribute.

Help your child to think like a writer by noticing details

about everyday experiences.

« Encourage your child to describe what she or he sees or
feels. Extend the conversation with your own interesting
descriptions and mature vocabulary.

« Support your child’s interests by suggesting he or she
write letters to an admired person, or take action ona
local issue by writing letters.

successful Writer.

Teachers look at six areas of a student’s writing to identify success, as reflected in the
Provincial Achievement Standards for the end of Grade 5. The Dance Show story on this
page is an example of acceptable writing by a student at the end of Grade 5.

Content is what a student has written. In The Dance Show example, the content is a retelling of a dance
recital. It is a good example because it remains focused on one topic and provides many details related
to that topic (There are many dancers in. . .; applied makeup).

Organization means the writing has a logical order with an introduction and a conclusion. The opening
paragraph of The Dance Show introduces the main topic. Most key ideas are written as paragraphs and

follow a logical order leading to an effective conclucion.

Word Choice means some interesting words and creative phrases are used. Some examples in The
Dance Show include: three entire shows; to support me; and with a video camera to embarrass me.

Voice means that the student’s personality or style comes through in the writing. In The Dance Show,
the writer’s feelings are made clear (Last week was very exciting for me). Written language that sounds

like “talk” helps to show personal style.

Sentence Structure means the type of sentence(s) used. In The Dance Show, the sentences have a
variety of beginnings and are mostly complete. A few longer, more complex sentences are attempted
and many sentences flow from one to the other for easier reading.

' Conventions means spelling and punctuation. In The Dance Show example, almost all punctuation

New gNouveau (periods, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes) and use of capital letters are correct. Most familiar
Bru NSwWiC k words are spelled correctly and complex words are spelled so they are easily read.
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« Discuss your reactions to powerful

Tear off these
handy tips for
helping your child
develop strong
reading and
writing skills.

Share examples of good
writing with your child.
+ Discuss what you are reading and
why it interests you. Read effective
passages and sentences aloud.

writing by sharing how it impacts
your feelings and thinking about
various topics.

Help your child be
a successful writer.

When looking at your child’s writing
together, ask these questions with your
child to build effective writing skills:

DidI

v narrow my focus to one main idea,
with lots of detail?

v organize my writing into paragraphs
that make sense?

4 include a title, introduction and
proper ending?

v usea variety of sentences and start
them in different ways?

v choose some exciting words and
phrases that stand out?

v write about something | care about
and share my thoughts and feelings?

v remember to use capital letters,
periods, commas and apostrophes?




Help your child be
a successful reader.

Encourage the use of these reading

Recognize the signs of a
successful reader.

In Grade 5, your child will read longer stories (fiction and non-fiction) independently.

You aanveinvolved
in building your child’s

The Fascinating Sunflower

For hundreds of thousands of

it represented the sun and the

botani .
otanists, mathematicians, doctors and artists have all studied this amazing flower.

years, peopl i
and Inca peaple believed that | people have been fascm)alt:vi rt;);] itgses(;n?tﬂgwer.t;he Aztec
- Over the years,

(] o
el i You and your child’s teacher can tell whether your child is reading successfully 1 readlng Skl"S History
strategies to help your child improve by watching for growth in the following reading behaviours, drawn from the Early in our history, Native Ameri ;
) ’ ’ eric
understanding of what she or he reads. Provincial Achievement Standards for the end of Grade 5. _ — ans cltvated the sunfower and used the seds;
Make a game of choosing one or two : Before reading, ask: In the 15005, Spanish explorers

took the
strategies to apply when reading or have spread throughout the worlg, seeds back to Europe and after that, sunflowers
family members each pick a strategy to

practice as a reading game.

Knowing when meaning is lost and self-correcting using reading strategies

Encourage your child to reread difficult sections and make corrections to reading errors. » What do you notice about how this report

is organized? How will that help you?

doBsdUcddaddiL

Uses

£ Improving in the use of strategies to solve longer words independently = WEat do you alrzady kno‘f‘l’l e:]boug this topic? T‘Edai’( sunflower seeds have many uses:  Vitami
Encourage Your Child to... L Encourage your child to look for common prefixes (pre, un, dis) and suffixes (ing, able, ment) ] Wéhat questions-doyauistiihave? . A?]?mm,gfm,d - Ingredient n salad dressings C;li::::: ‘

- and parts of words that he or she knows. S ka ee « Ingredient in foods such as granola bars Iron
Make predictions | @ fads - Margarine Vitamin B
Ask i & Automatically recognizing more challenging common words, such as country, 2 Protein
What do you think this reading | especially, impossible, apologize, unfriendly, delicious. .. L") The Plant Itself
will be about? What are your clues? | & Encourage your child to look for and read frequently used words on websites and in ! : s A remarkable detail about sunflowers is that w| .

. cookbooks, newspapers, magazines, comics. . . During reading, ask: ‘/(T;:w:, they are heliotropic. This means that the ﬂower,;?glltg\i/yt;reesll?nbw’

. - - : across the sky fro ]
Ask questions sy Reading familiar texts smoothly and with expression » Lookat this photograph and caption. any dire(tiony burn;te jzsvts Yﬁest' fA tnight, the flowers may face in
Ask . = Encourage your child to read and reread texts until reading sounds like talking, with correct What else does it tell you at;out the topic? \I is performed by motor cells in J]eacﬁlf/?e eas't. This tracking motion
Do you have any questions about H ' pausing, phrasing (grouping of words) and expression. « What does this word mean? s the sunflowers just like the {: nus. [ prefer to think that
what you are reading? What clues ® & - What helped you figure it out? armth of the sun on their fages,
i L4 i I diagrams, headings, graphs) )
may help you to discover the answer? Using text features (table of contents, glossary, diagrams, gs, grap s Aswell, did
P, R ——— - oots A t:ﬁ:sfrxa\/: ;?S:V snuir:]ﬂt(;]weNrs vary a great deal in height?

Clarify reading when meaningis lost ., Helpyourchild use all sources of information to understand content and word meaning. 3 metres tall Itis incredible that i \;asztrf::/;ﬁ?:i f?:ga‘:,naeszj t

A i : ) ountry as
Ask ) L Recounting events/instructions/details to show understanding of a text K\_X an artist who is famous for his paintings of sunflowers, !
What strategy might help you - ©=  Engage your child in retelling, explaining and talking about what was read. Use questions . Art
figure out the tricky word? o e After reading, ask: :

’ . to extend your child's thinking. Vincent Van Gogh, an artist who painted in the 1800s, i
Can you fer ead or slow down o e — — — o + How would you describe the character and use of colour. His series of sunflower aint(; o wellknown for his rushsrokes
for the ticky part? Are there other cues to someone who hadn't read this book? Al his life, Van Gogh struggled with ment{)al illnngS 's recognized throughout the world.
in the reading to help you understand? - Do you agree with the author’s opinion? paintings only became valuable after his tragic Zzsa?l? o
Why or why not? ‘
Visualize Vincent Van Gogh :
Ask 5 . oo :p;';f ether ands, March30, 1853 Died: uly 27, 1890
o . ons: clerk in a b L
Can you see a picture in your B 00 ks to build €ad d 1] g S kl I I S Studied rt.Begin anzoggreﬁ art salesman, preacher, artist
mind as you read? Tell me what you see. Paintings: painted around 900 v;m:?("‘e onl
. s, sold only one when gl
Today: h g V1C only one when alive

Summarize Y:1e painted 7 of the 30 highest priceq paintings in the world b
Ask - S !
Can you tell me what Early Grade 5 e p— "

happened first, next and last?
(Can we look back together to
remember?

Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl
The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs k

Contact Us

The Department of Education is committed to your child's

reading and writing success. If you have any questions about your
child's progress or about how you can be an active part of his or her learning,

contact your child’s teacher or the provincial literacy team at 506-453-2812.
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