KV High School

PSSC Meeting – 

February 21st, 2011
	Members present:
	
	 Regrets:
	

	Peter Smith
	Craig Logan
	Cathy Robichaud
	Cyndi Joudrey

	Carole MacFarquhar
	Lori Munn
	Kelly Wear
	

	Carol Hamilton
	Philip Patterson
	Bob Crowley
	

	Pierrette Robichaud
	
	Myra McNaughton
	

	Katlyn Jardine
	
	Jane Richard
	


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m.

2. Agenda for the meeting this evening was amended. Agenda item 6 b) will be deferred to March.  Motion to approve amended agenda made by Craig Logan and seconded by Pierrette Robichaud. 
3. Minutes from the meeting January 17th, 2010 were reviewed and approved and seconded.
4. Correspondence:

· Carole received information about the provincial Spring Symposium (see attached) – April 8th/9th, held in Saint John this year.

· Deadline March 11th: Interested parties please let Carole know – Carole will then let Marilyn Dunnett know.
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5. Student Report

· School Musical: rehearsals are ongoing to prepare for Bye Bye Birdie.  

· School Dance this Thursday, February 24th – proceeds are going to safe grad.

· Parking lot teacher presence is noticeable.

· Girls’ hockey playoffs start this week.

· Spring sports will be starting soon (volleyball, rugby, etc.)

· Reach for the Top team won the Ottawa tournament and the Hampton tournament.

6. Business arising from previous meeting:

a)   Budget: A concern was raised about using some of the PSSC funds for teacher appreciation week.  After some discussion it was decided that this year’s arrangements would go ahead as planned, as the budget had been approved at the January meeting.  Next year’s budget discussions can include this concern. 

b)   KV fields and sign: Deferred until March meeting.  Carole will contact Cindy to see if she can share what information she has learned since last meeting.

c) Teacher appreciation week: 
· Breakfast: Carole spoke with Derek Mullin – Derek will be willing to help out with the breakfast (Wednesday, March 2nd). He will contact chef Nick. Craig will purchase groceries. Mr. Smith will speak with the cafeteria staff to give them a heads up.  Bob Crowley, Craig Logan and Carole will be able to help out – any additional volunteers would be appreciated (required between: 7-8:30). Receipts to be given to Mr. Smith for items purchased. 

· Draws will be done Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (2 teacher draws and a support staff draw) – Craig will pick up the gift certificates for the draws when he is picking up the groceries. Other events that week:

· Muffins: 8-9 dozen (Monday)

· Chocolates: 10 boxes (Friday).

· Tim Horton gift cards for bus drivers– Mr. Smith will pick them up and will distribute during the week (possibly Monday).   

Mr. Smith will send out a talk mail (tonight or tomorrow) and an edline email asking for parent volunteers to contribute muffins and chocolates – he will ask them to contact Carole.  If Carole does not get enough volunteers she will let the other PSSC members know. We will pitch in and help. 

d) Technology and apprenticeship presentations (previously called “student panels” in minutes): These presentations will be held February 25th (afternoon) to outline options and information for students (two presentations (one hour each); One on trades; one on apprenticeships).  These sessions are offered to grade 11 and grade 12 students. Mr. Howe is looking after this.  Thanks to Cathy Robichaud for organizing this for us this year!  (
e) Community Café or alternatives. Mr. Smith talked to other principals in January. There was interest in the “facts sheet on line” – access available anytime for parents.  Teacher feedback was solicited as to topic. They believe that parents need to know what resources are available to parents/students. It has been challenging getting people/parents out for evening sessions. Is it potentially time to try a different approach? Carol Hamilton will contact Mr. Smith with the name of speaker from UNBSJ (talk about preparing yourself and your child for moving away).  We could possibly combine this speaker with a speaker talking about Financial Aid – late April?

7.  New Business

· Open space consultation session for District 6 and 8: Carole reported back on this session, which was looking for thoughts/feedback on how to handle the financially challenging times. How do we cut costs while not risking our educational goals?  Topics (20 or more) for discussion were chosen by participants. They includedtransportation, music programs, school libraries, community partners, immersion, etc.  

8.  Principal’s Report 

· TV - $2185 ($300 less than projected). Discussion was held around where to spend the $300; It was decided to spend it on paper.

· To date over 600 parents have been signed up on Edline.  Information was sent out on report cards. Estimate is that we have approximately 800 families connected– penetration is quite high – estimated 80-85%. 

· Events since last meeting and upcoming:

· Exams were held in January

· President of UNB (Eddie Campbell) spoke to Grade 12 students about post secondary education.

· Coffee house - to raise funds for a teacher who is battling cancer.

· “Making Waves” team put on a play for Grade 9 students on dating violence. 

· Dance this Thursday.

· Trades and apprenticeship presentation on Friday

· March Break coming up March 7 - 11

· Leadership team has their Black and White event (March 16th) for grad class

· March 22 – career fair for Grade 11 students 

· March 21st – French week – bilingual announcements, etc.

· March 28th – MADD presentation; video presentation

9. “Once Around the Table” 

· Future meeting nights: April 18th and May 16th.

· It is recommended that Grade 12 immersion students take the AP French exam, which will count as a course at university – exam is May 10th.  Information and coaching will be available. 

· Bulletin boards in the hall – marks have been updated.

10.  Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

11.  Next meeting: March 21st, 2011 at 7pm.

Respectively submitted by:

Carol Hamilton 
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Governance 
 


Drafting Effective Policy in Plain Language  
• The Process of Drafting Effective Policy 
• The Importance of Plain Language  
• Discussion: Can DECs collaborate on policy and still 


retain autonomy? 
 
Setting our Sights and Measuring our 
Achievements 
• Understanding Prov. Assessment and PISA results 
• DEC and PSSC Self-Assessment  
• Discussion: What’s working in your District?  
 
Education on a Dime (and then a Nickel) 
• Understanding the Budget and the Audit  
• Discussion: Doing more with less.  What will you be 


doing differently this year?             


Leadership 
 


We are All in this Together 
• Family Engagement 
• Discussion: Demonstrating Leadership when Making 


Tough Decisions 
 
Advocacy and Education 
• Sub-Districts, Special Interests & Personal Problems 


What is the advocacy role of DEC and PSSC? 
• Discussion: Do special interests and personal passion 


have a place at the DEC?  
 
Are We Making the Grade? 
• Student Survey of DEC Performance 
• “Nothing for Us without Us” – Student Engagement   
• Discussion: Making the most of our Student DEC 


members 
 


 
 


What Do You Think? 
 


• Online PD for DEC and PSSC 
 


• Superintendent Evaluations 
 


• Raising the Profile of DEC and PSSC 
 


 
 


 


 
 


Tentative Schedule 
 
Friday, April 8  
6:30   Registration   
 


7:00 Keynote: Charlie McCormack 
By Ferry and By Satellite 
 


This year’s conference will begin Friday evening with 
a presentation by Charlie McCormack, of the Nova 
Central School District in Newfoundland. 


 His presentation, By Ferry and By Satellite will 
demonstrate how a rural district is overcoming 
various challenges to increase student achievement.  
The governance structure is different; however, our 
challenges are much the same.   


A reception featuring local student entertainment will 
follow the keynote. 
 


 
Saturday, April 9   
9:00   Plenary Session 


Community Partners 
Engaging community partners and the benefits this 
can bring to your district.   
 
10:30 – 4:30   Breakout Sessions  
Participants will have the opportunity to attend one 
of three Governance sessions and one of three 
Leadership sessions.    
 
Participants will be asked to provide feedback on 
issues by rotating through the What Do You Think? 
sessions.   Student members will take part in a 
consultation meeting during this time.   


 
 


Spring Symposium 2011 
 


People volunteer at the DEC or PSSC 
level for a variety of reasons.  Many 
explain they are passionate about 
providing excellent learning 
opportunities for the children and 
youth in their community. However, 
your role in the education system 
requires more than conviction and 
good intentions.  Good governance 
and strong leadership are required to 
affect change and to engage families 
in consultation on difficult topics 
such as school closures and budget 
cuts.    


 All Districts will have challenges in 
the coming year. The Spring 
Symposium will provide an 
opportunity for professional 
development and collaboration with 
DEC and PSSC members on the 
common issues we will face. 


 
 


 


Beyond Passion 
The Importance of  


Leadership and Good Governance 
 


Saint John Hilton, April 8-9, 2011 


 


Registration is open to 
all DEC members and 
PSSC representatives 


from each District. 
 






