Minutes

Kennebecasis Valley High School PSSC Meeting

Monday, 26 April, 2010

In Attendance:

Mary Alice Glasgow (chair)

Craig Logan

Bob Crowley



Carole MacFarquhar

Derek Mullin


Cathy Robichaud (Recording Secretary)

Cindy Joudrey



Bob Munroe (Principal)

Absent:

Ellen Langley, Jill Madore, Lori Munn, Claire Northcott, Karen Peterson, Linda Urquhart, Kelly Wear

Call To Order

Meeting was called to order at 7:00

Approval of Agenda

Agenda was presented

Approval of Minutes

Craig Moved and Bob seconded approval of minutes.

 
Correspondence

Principal Munroe presented a report received from AIMS (Atlantic Institute of Market Studies).  The report presented a comparison of provincial schools in several aspects.  He also said as there is no discernable source for any data collection to support the report findings, the results are questionable.

 
Student Representative Report

Student representative was not present but Principal Munroe was able to respond to questions about a number of school undertakings including:

a. The play, Beauty and the Beast, which was a success.  The Drama Club will be participating in the provincial drama fest weekend of 30 April to 2 May.

b. Spring Fling is scheduled for 15 May.  Any items for the rummage sale are to be dropped off to the school on the evening of 14 May.
c. Reach for the Top provincial meet will be in Nackawic 1 May and nationals will be held in Toronto the last weekend of May.
d. Student Leadership campaigns are underway.  Elections will be held 6 May and next up will be selection of members of the Grad Committee.
e. Graduation Preparations - The ceremony will be held at Saint John Trade and Convention Center.  

             Grad Class Fees provide for venue rental for the graduation ceremony including:

            
 caps and gowns, tickets, programs  and the graduation dance including DJ and  security.

 
Business Arising from Previous Minutes

 
1.
Trades Presentation –  Held 25 March in the Workroom, this was a presentation of trades programs offered by NBCC's Saint John campus.  It included required courses for entrance, job placements statistics and expected starting wages.  A representative from Apprenticeship NB also participates.  They conveyed the idea that you can start with a trade and it can take you to other kinds of work.  Twenty eight students, including 5 girls, attended and they asked a lot of questions.  Timing was good as they were advised to beef up math skills (11-2 sufficient for most programs) and, for some courses, physics.
 
2.
Community Café  - 40 to 45 parents attended.  4 sessions were offered twice each during the evening  including:  Safety Tips for Texting and the Internet  with Cst. Natasha Ivey;  Bullying – A Student Perspective with Beyond the Hurt Student Team, RHS;  Kids Have Stress, Too!  With Anita Connolly, Canadian Mental Health Association and Thelma Messer, District 6 Health Nurse;  Challenges of Changing Kids with  Nancy Cusack. 
a.
Mary Alice said she received positive feed back.  As approximately 8 children were cared for during the presentation, it was beneficial to provide child care .

b.
Committee members made some suggestions for the future:

 
- Get summaries out for the school websites to pique interest for next year.

 
- Offer the service to parents across the valley

- Some subjects should be sorted between age groups (ie ages 6 to 10 and 11
   to 18) so that information presented is pertinent to the interests of those
   attending.

3.
KV Fields - Tender is going out for surfacing of the fields.  They are to be ready for play by 31 July.  There are a few desired items still in the works and dependent on available finances:  Score Clock, goal posts, arch for entrance, sign at street entrance.

Next step will be to make plans for overseeing maintenance of the field
4.
DEC – Miramichi – Education for 21st Century  - As Karen Peterson, committee member who attended the symposium, was absent we will wait for her report at the next meeting
5.
School Clean-up - No one had heard of a definite date for this.  Principal Munroe will confirm with Stephanie Tomlinson, the organizer.
 
6.
Renaissance Group - This program recognizes improved academics and/or behavior.  The celebration will be held on 6 May.  Those being recognized will be released from 3rd period 20 minutes early, treated to lunch, awarded a certificate of achievement and be eligible to win door prizes.
 
Principal’s Report

 
1.
Grade 10 FSL (French Second Language) literacy assessment results are in for the 2008/2009 academic year.  On average, KVHS students were at or slightly above district performance level.  It was noted that oral skills outstrip writing skills.  49% of our students write FSL at an acceptable, or better, level.

 
2.
ELPs (English Language Performance Tests).  Results are expected at school within about two weeks.  The date for students to receive individual results is not yet known.

 
3.
School Connects.  KVHS gave up this service and went with just Aliant voice messaging and Ed-line because of costs.  The system has since been revamped but at $2.25 per student, KVHS still finds Ed-line and Aliant service meets our needs and is more cost effective.

This led to discussion of Ed-line.    A quick survey around the table showed most of those present use Ed-line to get updates on their child’s attendance, homework and marks.  Information such as the school calendar and school announcements are available at KVHS Home Page.  Some brainstorming followed for ideas to promote Ed-line services.  One suggestion was to see if a link to homepage could be sent to parents so that the site can be saved as an on-line favourite.

 
Round Table

 
1.
Carole inquired about provincial laptop acquisition program.  Principal Munroe reported that new laptops will go to teachers.

2.
Carole also noted that the lists of students earning high honors or honors had been listed alphabetically instead of by marks – a change from previous years.

3.
Cathy suggested a seminar on money management for students but was told this has been offered before and there was not much interest.

 
Next Meeting 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 31st at 7 pm.

 
Adjournment

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:20 pm

