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To provide opportunities for discussion and consultation with groups and individuals whose insights and opinions would be helpful to the Council, the following guidelines will be employed:

1. Presentations by Groups or Individuals
An individual, or group, except employees who shall communicate with the Council through the channels provided for that purpose, may request an opportunity to appear before the Council to express concern and to make proposals on issues within the jurisdiction of the Council.

Groups, or individuals, shall then inform the Superintendent and/or DEC Chair of their desire to appear before the Council, stating in writing the reason for the delegation and any remedy requested of the Council. Such notice must reach the Superintendent and/or DEC Chair at least ten days prior to the date of the meeting at which they wish to appear.

The Chair, in consultation with the Superintendent shall decide which Council meeting they shall appear before and the Superintendent shall inform the group or individual as to the date, time and location of the meeting at which they will be received.
Groups may appoint up to two spokespersons and no other member of the group shall address the Council except with the permission of the Chair. After the spokespersons have spoken, the Council members shall have the opportunity to ask questions for clarification.

Once the group or individual(s) have appeared before the Council, the Superintendent shall provide, a written acknowledgement of the presentation and advice as to the intended date that a decision is to be made, or a staff report is to be considered, concerning the submission.

Once heard, the group or individual(s) shall not be received again by the Council on substantially the same information for a period of three months from the date of the first hearing.

Despite the foregoing, if a matter is determined by resolution of a two-thirds majority of the Council members present at a meeting to be of a serious and urgent nature, some or all of these rules concerning presentations may be waived.

2. Consultations
The Council may conduct public consultations from time to time using focus groups, town hall meetings, or other organized means.
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