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Book Club Meeting #1 – CHARACTER





Whether you are reading fiction or nonfiction, there is a character/personality that stands out as more important than the others: the protagonist.  Today’s Book Club meeting is about this protagonist.  

Listed below are a series of questions which your group can use to explore the character.  You will not have time to consider all of them so decide which FIVE questions are most applicable to your book and generate discussion around them.  After your discussion, you will record your responses on looseleaf and place them in your folder.  If group members disagree about the answers, your personal response should reflect this variety of thought.  Each answer is worth 5 marks, so write accordingly.
Additionally, you are asked to consider your character as an iceberg – see the next page.   

Questions

1. Where does your character live and how does this influence his/her actions, thoughts, feelings, language…?
2. What is the name of the character?  “Nomenclature done right contributes to characterization.” (Elinor Lipman)  What does the character’s name suggest about ethnicity, social class, age, background, personality…?
3. Is your character passive or active?  Prove it.
4. Is the character heroic?  If so, explain what he/she does that leads you to this opinion.
5. If your group could give a gift (material or nonmaterial) to the character, what would it be?  Why?
6. What annoys your character?  Would you be annoyed as well, or does this represent a character flaw?  How does the character react to the annoyance?
7. Does your character have any habits?  Are the habits healthy or destructive?  How did these habits evolve?  Do the habits reflect the character’s time and place?
8. Of what is the character most ashamed?  Why?  Of what is the character most proud?  Why?
9. If the character could change one thing about him/herself, what would it be?  Why?
10. How would you classify the character’s religious views?  What evidence of morality do you see?
11. Is the character a leader or a follower?  Prove your opinion.  Is this a strength or weakness in the character?
12. What would happen to your character if he/she was placed in a setting 100 years earlier/later?
13. If your character was to gain an obscenely large sum of money (via inheritance, lottery or anything else), what would he/she do with it?  What does this say about the character?
14. Predict the future for the character.  What will he/she be like or doing in the next few days?  The next year?  10 years from the current setting of the story?
15. Which character in the story seems to have the most power?  How is this power displayed?
Consider your character as an iceberg.  Their actions are the just the tip of the character; there is much that lies beneath.  Identify three actions exhibited by your character and explain the motivation for each.
Value: 10
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