“On the Rainy River” Assignment

Purpose: (1)  
Define with explanation/example the 
concept of a moral dilemma (your definition, not the dictionary’s definition)
(2)   Apply your definition of a moral dilemma 


to the story “On the Rainy River” by Tim 

O’Brien.  Prove that there is, or there is

not, a moral dilemma in the story based 

on your definition. Use at least 3 quotations from the story.
Focus for learning and assessment:

· cohesion (5)

· clarity (3)


Total = 15 marks

· quotations (4)

· mechanics (3)

Due: Tuesday – March 17
From our story…

p. 74 
“It was a kind of schizophrenia.  A moral split.  I couldn’t make up my mind.”

p. 78

“During that long summer I’d been over and over the various arguments, all the pros and cons, and it was no longer a question that could be decided by an act of reason.  Intellect had come up against emotion.”

p.81

“…what embarrasses me much more, and always will, is the paralysis that took my heart.  A moral freeze:  I couldn’t decide.”
p. 73  Both my conscience and my instincts were telling me to make a break for it.
p. 74  I feared war, yes, but I also feared exile.

p. 75   Like running in a dead-end maze – no way out – it couldn’t come to a happy conclusion

p. 82  I understood that I would not do what    should do

p. 83  I couldn’t risk the embarrassment

p. 83  As we live our lives, we make our choices or fail to make them
