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GEARY GAZETTE


The next meeting of the Home and School Association will be held in the school cafeteria on Tuesday, March 20th at 6:00 p.m. The Home and School has been very busy planning for the Spring Bazaar.  This is the major fund raiser for the Home and School.  If you have business contacts and are able to contribute we would welcome your support!
    
The Spring Bazaar Bingo is being held on Friday, April 27th at GECS in the cafeteria from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  On Saturday, April 28th, the Spring Bazaar will be held in the gym.  There will be a canteen operating in the cafeteria of the school.  Doors will open at 8:00 a.m. This is a family oriented event!  Come and enjoy the carnival atmosphere with your friends and family! 
Fish Friends
Our Grade Five and 4/5 class will, once again, be involved in raising Atlantic salmon in their classroom.  Atlantic salmon are a species-at-risk.  The Fish Friends program, sponsored by the Atlantic Salmon Federation, gives students an appreciation for this species.   Salmon are given a start in a protected environment.  These salmon will be released into nature in June, when they have reached the fry stage.

Report Cards
The second reporting period is fast approaching.  Teachers have been collecting data on academic, physical and social/emotional areas of growth for each child.  Report cards will be sent home on April 10th. Student-Led conferences will be held on Thursday, April 12th in the evening and the morning of Friday, April 13th.  If your child is struggling at this time or if you have any other concerns we recommend that you take advantage of this conference date.  We always look forward to conferencing with you and your child.
PSSC
Your PSSC review the School Improvement Plan and will look at Assessment Results and Tell Them From Me data at the next meeting.   The PSSC meets again on Thursday, March 22nd at 6:30. Parents are welcome!

Geary Headstart Preschool Program Registration 2018-2019
Date:   Wednesday, April 4th 
Time:  12:45-1:45 
Place: Headstart Room – community use of school entrance.  
Bring: Copies of Proof of Immunization, Birth Certificate, Medicare and $25.00 Registration Fee.
Note:  Registration is not complete until all paperwork is filled out and fee is paid.


Due to space, only 20 students can be in each program at one time.  We are offering 2 programs for the 2018-19 school year – Monday & Wednesday from 8:30-12:30 or Tuesday & Thursday from 8:30-12:30.
 
Registration is open to all preschoolers from the Geary, French Lake, Haneytown and Waterville areas. Children outside these areas will be put on a waiting list.

The program is held at Geary Elementary Community School in the Early Years Center/Headstart Room. 
For details and information call Bonnie McDonald-Lively (Early Childhood Coordinator) 449-2603. 
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Diseases that were once common in childhood are now rare because of vaccines.  Many of these diseases caused severe illness and sometimes death in children.  Vaccinations given to infants, children and teens protect them against many of these serious illnesses. These vaccines can be given by your doctor, nurse practitioner or through Public Health clinics.

In New Brunswick, parents are required to provide schools with an updated immunization record for their child.

· If your child is starting kindergarten or just entering school in New Brunswick, please provide the school with a copy of their immunization record.  
· If you are not sure if your child has received all their vaccines or if you need a record of your child’s vaccinations, contact your doctor, nurse practitioner or local Public Health Office. 
· Your child’s record should show proof of all their vaccinations required for their age, including the preschool booster.  

The influenza vaccine is also free of charge to all children and youth between 6 months and 18 years of age. The flu vaccine is available every year starting during the month of October. Flu can be a serious infection for children. Please contact your health care provider to ask about the flu vaccine for your child and family.

Public Health can answer questions that parents may have. The Public Health Office can be reached in Fredericton and Oromocto area at 453-5200.

Information is from Government of NB and Public Health Agency of Canada websites.
http://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/immunization. 


National Nutrition Month 2018
March is Nutrition Month! Public Health Dietitians from Horizon and Vitalité, along with Dietitians of Canada, want to help you Unlock the Potential of Food to enhance your life, improve your health, inspire children, fuel your activities and bring people together. 

Having trouble staying energized? Think about eating regular meals and snacks, as needed. Avoid going long periods of time without eating. Snacking can be part of a healthy eating pattern and is a great way to get all the nutrients the body needs in a day. Some healthy snacks may include vegetables with hummus, trail mix, fruit and nut butters and high fiber granola bars. Want to set your kids up for a lifetime of healthy habits? Teach them to shop and cook! Have your kids help make a grocery list and get them involved in the kitchen with meal preparation. This could include washing and chopping up vegetables and setting the table for a meal. This will give them the power to discover better health as they grow.

Lifestyle, including what we eat, is a major influence on disease prevention. Healthy eating habits that include vegetables, fruit, whole grains, healthy fats and healthy protein sources such as legumes, nuts, seeds, meat, poultry, fish and dairy may help prevent type 2 diabetes, heart disease, stroke, dementia and some types of cancer. A bite of prevention goes a long way!

Food can promote healing! Food is crucial for the human body because it provides nutrients, which are used by the body for daily activity, growth, repair, and all bodily functions. Keep your immune system healthy by making better choices.

Food brings us together. Sit down and enjoy meals with family or friends! Sharing meals allows people to connect with each other.  Parents can model good healthy habits, and improve nutritional literacy by showing us how to appreciate the people around us and the food we are eating.

Our Thanks
We would like to acknowledge the generous support of PC Children’s Charity and the Oromocto Atlantic Super Store staff, who come and prepare breakfast for our students on Monday each week.  We are grateful to Breakfast Clubs of Canada for their contribution to our breakfast program as well. We couldn’t do what we do, without people who CARE and the resources they provide.

The Lens of This Land Project
In September, classes from three schools at various levels, in ASD-W, were selected in a draw to participate in The Lens of this Land project. This project was born from a desire to fuse artistic practice with experiences in nature as a means of developing citizenship and ecological awareness by helping students expand and express a love for the New Brunswick landscape and, ideally, a desire to preserve this landscape for future generations. The Lens project approaches an investigation of the landscape with an understanding that both Indigenous and western scientific knowledges are based on observations of the natural world. 
Etuaptmumk, or “Two-Eyed Seeing”, as introduced by Albert Marshall (Mi'kmaq Elder) and described in the Environmental Science 120 curriculum document, “refers to learning to see with one eye the strengths of Indigenous knowledge and ways of knowing, and with the other eye the strengths of western knowledges and ways of knowing, and to learn to use both eyes together to gain a clearer understanding of the world”. First Nations teachings include knowledge of the interconnectedness of all things, and knowledge that personal relationships bond people, communities, and ecosystems. 

When the project is complete, each group will have had the opportunity to visit the UNB Art Centre and view work from the Beneath the Surface Exhibition, visit a local park with land-based educators and guides, and work with a First Nations specialist to learn about First Nations Worldview and connection to the land. Culminating activities will involve the creation of original artwork in response to learning activities and an exhibition of work at each of the 3 schools. Through this investigation and critical inquiry, it is the hope that this project will reveal the rich and divers e culture(s) of Canada through the natural   environment that has shaped our cultural identity. [image: C:\Users\Bonnie.Worrall\Desktop\2017-2018\watercolours1.jpg] According to one Principal, “It has been a remarkable journey for our staff and students”. 
Office of First Nation Education Update-March 2018
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Our grade 3 and 4 classes have participated in Lens of This Land during the school year. Twelve students will have their artwork selected to showcase at the Fredericton Public Library from March 8-28th.  Families will be invited to attend the closing ceremony on March 28th. As well, we plan to showcase the work of all of our budding artists at the school. The date will be determined soon. 

“Nice Needs No Filter”

On Wednesday, February 22nd, GECS students increased their knowledge about using their WITS (Walk Away, Ignore, Talk it out, Seek Help).  They also learned how to be a good friend and citizen at school and in their community.   A group of students from Oromocto High School came to visit our school.  These OHS students facilitated different centers, in which our students rotated, to gain more knowledge of how to take a stand against bullying and also how to be kind, accepting and compassionate citizens.    Our students were very fortunate to have these positive role models visit and to be able to listen to their important message.  Most students wore PINK on this day!  It was a powerful day for students. 

The OHS students certainly modelled the goals and objectives of this day!  Thank you for supporting our students!  The motto, “Nice Needs No Filter”, rang true today!  Older students with their international student friends helping our boys and girls learn the skills of friendship!
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Pink Shirt Day – OHS and GECS students get ready for a day of Learning and using their WITS!


EST Numeracy
Just prior to heading out for the March Break, we learned that our staff and students would have the support of Robyn Mackenzie our K-2 EST Numeracy teacher.  Grade 3-5 will have the support of Connie Charlton, 3-8 EST Numeracy. This is value added to our staff as we continue to learn about the Math Improvement Plan and best practices in numeracy. Extra hands make for a wonderful learning environment and we look forward to having Ms. Mackenzie and Ms. Charlton with us.  







	Important Dates
	To Remember

	Tuesday,
March 13th
	Headstart Meeting
5:15 p.m.

	Wednesday, 
March 14th 
	Community Food Smart
Order deadline at school

	Thursday,
March 15th 
	Roland Bibeau (Beebo) Concert – 9 a.m. 

	Saturday,
March 17th 
	Happy Saint Patrick’s Day

	Tuesday,
March 20th 
	Home and School Meeting
6:00 p.m.

	Wednesday,
March 21st 
	Community Food Smart
Pick Up at Lion’s Club

	Thursday,
March 22nd 
	PSSC meeting 6:30 p.m.

	Tuesday,
March 27th 
	NO SCHOOL for students
Professional Learning Day for staff-Report Card Writing & Compassion Fatigue

	Wednesday,
March 28th 
	Lens of This Land –
Fredericton Library

	Friday,
March 30th 
	NO SCHOOL
Good Friday

	Sunday, 
April 1st 
	HAPPY EASTER!

	Monday, 
April 2nd
	NO SCHOOL
Easter Monday
WORLD AUTISM DAY

	Tuesday, 
April 3rd 
	Wear Blue to SCHOOL! 
Support Autism Awareness

	Wednesday,
April 4th 
	Headstart Registration 2018-2019
Community Food Smart
Order deadline at school

	Tuesday,
April 10th 
	Report Cards – Term 2
Drama Festival – 9&10 April

	Wednesday,
April 11th 
	Community Food Smart
Pick Up at Lion’s Club

	Thursday, 
April 12th  
	Student-Led Conferences
(evening only)

	Friday,
April 13th 
	Student-Led Conferences
(morning only)
PL for teachers in p.m. 

	Tuesday,
April 24th 
	EARLY DISMISSAL – PL for staff – Formative Assessment tools

	Friday,
April 27th    
	Children’s Bingo – school cafeteria – 6:30 p.m.

	Saturday,
April 28th  
	Spring Bazaar – school gym – 8:00 a.m.

	Friday,
May 4th 
	NO SCHOOL
NBTA Council Day



3-5 Team News
Our 3-5 staff and students are working at a frenetic pace these days.  There are so many things going on that will require hard work and determination from the entire team.  Students are preparing for the musical, “Annie”.  They are involved in Entrepreneurial Adventures once again this year; they have Basketball intramurals; and, they have Heritage Fair to prepare for.  These are just some of the happenings.  Academics will be a priority with technology and Makerspace wrapped around the learning.  It is an exciting time!


Numeracy Tutoring
Mrs. Stephanie Bishop will be tutoring students in numeracy as we prepare for Provincial Assessments. Mrs. Bishop is a retired colleague with a strong math sense.

BLEP
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Our Bilingual Learning Environment Plan includes a concert with Roland Bibeau on March 15th.  BEEBO is AMAZING!  Get ready for some fun!

PUCK DROP
Cooper and Thomas got to drop the puck at a play-off game between UNB and St. Mary’s.  It was a great honour for these boys to represent our school.  Never did they imagine that they would meet the players as well.  Good work guys!
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K-2 News
K-2 students have celebrated 100 days of school and what a celebration it was. K-2 Choir, Library Club and Colouring Club continue to be choice activities. Numeracy and Literacy goals take up a significant share of student learning time
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