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Beginning of Year Information 2017

My name is Karen Howland and I will be your child’s homeroom teacher this year. For those students returning to Keswick Ridge School, Welcome Back!! If your child is entering Kindergarten or has transferred, I will do my best to make sure you and your child feel comfortable and the transition is as smooth as possible. I would like to take this opportunity to inform you of some key pieces of information pertaining to our school and my classroom.


I have included a class schedule in your child’s communication envelope.  Please note that every Thursday is our Art day so you may send an old t-shirt in if you wish as we do a lot of painting. (We do use washable paint). Also, the Ind. Lit Centres is short for Individualized Literacy Centres where your child gets to choose their activity.

You will be receiving a Parent Handbook at the end of the month. This is a guide for you to assist your child at home with reading and writing over the year. There is a lot of information in the book so please feel free to contact me if anything is unclear. We have included all of the resources that your child uses at school so there is consistency and you have an understanding of what is expected. 
Please send an extra change of clothes (including socks) for your child, if you have not done so already.  This is very important due to muddy days, accidents and spills at lunch time.  I will keep them here so their bookbags are not so heavy unless you would like them to travel each day. 
Recess times are outside unless it is raining or very cold. Also, we are going to be spending more time in our outdoor classroom (YYW) again this year so appropriate clothing makes the day more comfortable and enjoyable. Layers are always a safe choice(
           When your child is absent from school, please call in to Mrs. Cronkhite at 363-4703. This keeps everyone informed and helps keep your child safe. I do keep track of absences, as well as tardiness. If your child arrives after 8:00am, they are considered tardy. K-2 begins our Literacy Block promptly at 8:00am. 
If you need to pick up your child from school on a day that they usually ride the bus, please send a note with your child.  This will allow me to make sure he/she does not get on the bus when you are coming to pick him/her up. Please do not rely on email as I don’t always have the opportunity to check it throughout the day. I do check when I can, however there are times when it is not possible. Generally, the 2 stop bus transportation policy has worked well. If you do plan on picking your child up a couple of times/week, I ask that these are set days. Please help me ensure your child’s safety by keeping a routine. It can be very upsetting at the end of the day, when children do not know if they need to get in a bus line or not. 
Toys are easily broken or lost and can also be quite a distraction.  Therefore, I would ask that your child keep their toys at home except on their Share Day. If there is something they take to daycare or a sitter, I do ask them to keep it in their bags.  On their designated Share day, they are asked to bring something to “show and tell” to the class.  It may be a toy, pictures, etc. They should be able to share information about their object. In next week’s communication envelope, I will include a calendar outlining each child’s Share Day.
Thank you for sending in the supply fee, Kleenex, Ziploc bags, and band aids.  If you have not done so, we ask that you do at your earliest convenience.

This is a reminder that if you driving your child to school in the mornings, drop off is not until 7:40 am. Teachers start supervision at 7:40 am when the buses arrive. Thank you in advance for your consideration in this safety matter. 

I hope that this newsletter has allowed you to become better informed of school and classroom routines.  This is just one way in which I plan to communicate with you over the school year.  I also use phone calls, notes, emails, student-led conferences, report cards and our school website. I am looking forward to building a strong parent-teacher relationship to ensure your child’s success at school. Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns.  Some easy ways to do so is through notes, phone calls to the school (363-4703), emails to karen.howland@nbed.nb.ca or by scheduling an appointment to meet with me in person. If it is a concern that requires a discussion, I find a phone call works best.
I am looking forward to the upcoming school year. I know that by working together your child is going to have a wonderful year!! I hope to see everyone at our Family Corn Boil (behind school) Thursday evening at 5:30pm.
Sincerely,     
Mrs. Howland
