Birchbark – The “Plastic” of the Micmac and Maliseet”

Characteristics of Birchbark: 

· After it is removed from the tree the bark is rolled and heated slightly with a torch or hot water to make it more flexible.

· The bark had to be kept damp if it was not going to be used right away.

· Winter bark is heavier and less likely to separate into layers than is bark harvested in the summer. Winter bark was used for canoes, wigwams and large containers; summer bark for mats, small containers and other lightweight objects.

· It is tough but can be easily cut and sewn.

· Watertight containers can easily be constructed and birchbark imparts no flavor to the foods or liquids stored or cooked in it.

· It contains a type of wax that makes it waterproof and resistant to rot and insect damage…the wax also makes it extremely flammable.

· Today, a lot of items made from birchbark (such as containers) are made as souvenir items for the tourist trade.
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