Maliseet and Micmac Canoes – Notes

· Looking what people make by hand is a good way of discovering the way that they live.

Consider canoes – they tell us that these people lived near water and used it for transportation.

· What are advantages of these canoes?

· They glide efficiently and safely

· They are easily portaged

· They “right” quickly when capsized

· They hold heavy loads 

· They are easily repaired

· Today canoes made of wood, aluminum and plastic retain the lightness and shape of the birchbark originals…their influence has lasted hundreds of years.

· The discovery of traded items from distant points is evidence of extensive travel using canoes.

Canoe Builders:

· In studying the raw materials available to them, canoe-builders began with basic questions:

· How can this task – water transportation – be accomplished most efficiently?

· What materials are available for my purpose? Where can I obtain them?

· What techniques can I use to fashion them?

· What knowledge and skills do I need?

Builders also had to plan their work carefully; some materials, like birchbark and fir-gum, can be harvested only at a certain time of the year!

Another attribute needed to make a canoe was patience! 

The canoe-builder left his mark on all canoes that he built

Changes: 

· Builders were open to new ideas…they realized that canoes could be fitted with sails, which they had not known before the arrival of the Europeans. For ocean travel they soon abandoned canoes in favor of more stable European shallops…peoples ideas and technologies always change over time.

· Making things requires mental ingenuity and physical skill. Emotional connection to the work are revealed in dedication to doing one’s best, and in appreciation for the work of others. The sacredness of the natural materials men and women work with and the reverence with which they use the finished products show spiritual aspects of art, craftwork and toolmaking.

