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Notes – The Augustine Mound and the Oxbow Site

The Augustine Mound

· Named after Red Bank elder Joseph Augustine

· Discovered/excavated in the early 1970s

· Joseph had always been aware of a mound that existed near his home; his father claimed that it was an old ceremonial site.

· The mound was one meter high and eleven meters in diameter 

· One day Joe was reading an article about burial mounds in Ohio and thought that there may be a connection to his own, local mound.

· Joe dug in the mound and found spear points and copper artifacts.

· Later, a full excavation happened that revealed: pottery, wood handled tools, animal hides, moose hairs, copper artifacts, smoking pipes from the Ohio valley, etc. Why did the organic materials survive? Because of the high level of copper salts in the soil (from copper beads buried).

· It is believed that trade was happening between the Micmac people and Native people of Ohio

· The artifacts and mound date back to 2,400 years ago

· There were also burials pits within the mound. Articles from these pits have been reburied in traditional Micmac funeral ceremonies.

The Oxbow Site

· Located about 1 KM from the Augustine Mound

· Joseph Augustine led people to this site as well

· Was excavated in 1978, 1979 and 1984.

· Dates back to 2,800 years ago

· Ancient campsites discovered

· Found remnants of: salmon, sturgeon, beaver, wild fruit and berries, shells, pottery, hearths (firepits), spear points, etc.

