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Dec. 4th – 8th, 2017
      Teacher Page: http://nms.nbed.nb.ca/teacher/mrs-wall
Email: lynsey.wall@nbed.nb.ca  
Reading: This week students will be introduced to “Fix Up Fox” to help us read the words correctly.  When reading at home, ensure your child is pointing to each word and focusing more on the letters/parts within a word, rather than solely on the picture. We know that when we point and focus on the words in the story, we are more likely to read the words right “accurately”. When we do not read the words correctly or skip words, understanding of stories read can be difficult. Students must begin self-monitoring and using “Fix Up Fox” when they read a word that does not make sense. When we catch ourselves making a mistake, an important habit as a reader is to go back to “fix it” (self-correct). This week, we will be adding “Back Up Bear” as a new Comprehension strategy (to help us understand what we are reading). If a word, sentence or page does not make sense, we must “back up” and reread it again. We will review the –oi/oy sound as well as learn the sound of –ou/-ow when reading (as in cow, house, mouse, plow, now). How many words can you find this sound?
Words of the Week: There will be no new words of week until the New Year. Please continue to practice printing and reading our 103 “End of Grade 1” and “Gr. 2 High Frequency Words”, “in a snap” using fun and engaging activities (a list was sent at the beginning of the year).
Writing:  Students have been working hard on writing “seed stories”, which are true “small moment stories” not BIG watermelon stories that are too large of a topic to write about. We have also been working hard on adding lots of details so that we include a beginning, middle and end.  This week we will focus on editing our stories with the aid of a highlighter.  This should be fun!  Soon we will be learning how to use a checklist to make sure we start with uppercase letters, use finger spaces, stretch out tricky words and end with a stop mark. 
Math:  This week we will explore building/identifying different combinations of a number as well as model combining groups to show additive action, use the “counting on” strategy to find “how many altogether” and write an appropriate number sentence for a given addition story. We will also focus on estimating groups of objects up to 20. 
Important Messages and Reminders: 
(Our K-2 Christmas Concert will be held on Thurs. Dec. 14th at 9am (Snow Date Fri. Dec. 15th at 9 am).  Due to the increasing number of students at NMS we have decided to divide our concerts into two groups.  K-2 will have our concert at 9 am and 3-5 at 11 am.  The K-2 students will only be performing at 9am and not at the 11 am concert.  Also, K-2 choir students will be singing at the K-2 concert.     We have been busy practicing at school and we are very excited to share our hard work with you on Concert day!
(Scholastic Book Orders Due Fri. Dec. 8th.  This is the last order before Christmas.  If you would like to purchase books for Christmas presents, please let me know and I will not send the books home with your child.  I will notify you when they are in.
(Splash Math Website: A password for the website “Splash Math”, came home with your child this week.  This is a wonderful website for practicing math.  Kids love it.  For those who do not have access to the internet at home.  We use it at school as well.   www.splashmath.com  A neat feature of this website is that I can check what activities they have completed and see areas they need to practice.
(Our class and Mrs. Lyons’ have been working hard to bring in new stuffies and other items (items the Pediatric Ward told us they are in need of) i.e. board games, craft kits, movies kid/teen, board games and stuffies, for our “Stuffies for Sick Kids” drive. We have a very big box to fill and want to cheer up as many kids as we can who have illnesses this holiday season. If you haven’t done so already, please send in your no later than this Tues. Dec. 12th.  Thank you so much! (
(Milk and Hot Lunch orders for the next rotation are due Tues. Dec. 12th. No later orders will be accepted.

