Week of September 28th
The students are starting to complete many of their responsibilities independently! They are growing more engaged during group work and enjoying being with their new friends! They are becoming familiar with the class schedule, working on walking quietly in the hall, using good listening behaviour in whole group, attending to assigned stations and using classroom tools independently. Our class goal this week: When the bell rings, we will clean up our station and come quickly to meet at the mat. 

Mathematics:

Your child is learning about sorting and patterning.  Your child can practise these concepts at home by doing the following activities.

· Make a colour pattern using 2 or 3 different-coloured crayons or markers (green, green, yellow; green, green, yellow).  Have your child describe the pattern and tell what comes next.  Put completed work in the communication bag to earn a sticker!
· Sort laundry or grocery items into groups with your child (all socks, all shirts).  Talk about how the items in each group are the same.

· Ask your child to sort cutlery when you set the table.  Ask what is the same and what is different about the items (forks have pointed ends, all pieces have same handles).

· Collect various shoes at home and put them into a pile.  Ask your child to sort them (summer/winter; laces/velcro; adult/child).  Ask:  “How did you decide what to put in each pile?”

· Go on a pattern hunt at home with your child.  See how many things you can find that have patterns.  Ask your child to describe the patterns.

Home work for the week can be found in your child’s communication bag.  We are continuing to work at the outcomes listed in my last post.  
Students are given a new Home Reading book on Mon. and Wed.  Please have your child read the same book for two nights.  Have your child track under the words with their finger as they read along through the book.  Have your child attend to the first sound of a word and the picture to solve tricky words.  When done reading have your child tell you what the story is about.  Note that your child can flip through the book when retelling the story.
Students also take a library book home on Wed.  They can return this book the following Tues. or earlier if you would like.  These are books that often make good bedtime stories and are read by a parent, however rereading a book has many benefits for a child.  The first read should just be for pleasure, but the second or third read can be for a student to reflect on the text.  The following are some suggestions:  have your child flip through the story and retell what happened using the pictures (this helps them learn about story sequence and builds their confidence as a story teller), ask specific questions about the text and have your child find the answer by looking in the story, extend the text by asking your child if they were the main character in the story would they have done the same, for a non-fiction text ask your child what they learned or what else they know about the topic that is not found in the text.

Our goal is to learn two letters per week; the name, the sound and how to print these letters using the ABC Boom letter strokes (details can be found on your child’s homework sheet).  We are following the Jolly Phonics suggested order for teaching the alphabet.  When letters are taught in this order, students can quickly begin sounding out words to read and stretching sounds to print words.  For example; s-a-t (sat, at), 

s-a-t-i (sit, it).  Students quickly learn the concept that letters make sounds and that words are a combination of sounds put together to make a word.  This week, we are learning ‘i’ and ‘t’.  
We will be learning sight words as well, however we will not move as quickly when learning sight words.  Students will work with these words often and these words will be reviewed on a daily basis.  This allows students to learn common words they will find in reading.  Learning the ‘sight words’ or words that make up simple sentences will allow students to build confidence in reading, make them a more fluent reader and in-turn allow them to have greater comprehension as they are not stopping to solve every word they come across when reading.  Sight words are also taught because often they are not words that can be sounded out and it is easier for students to just know them by sight.  Please see home work sheet in communication bag for our sight word focus of the week.
The following are sight words that all students must recognize by the end of Kindergarten.  They are the 25 most frequently used English words.  We will be learning the highlighted words first.
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