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Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 





Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read:


 (+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering


Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the article carefully and make notes in the margin. 


Notes should include:


Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)


Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read.


Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion.


Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.


Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.





Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.





Student ____________________________Class Period__________________


 





Students, Say Goodbye to Snow Days –and Say Hello to School at Home





(CNN) -- Earlier this month, Zak Terzini roused himself about five minutes before his English class began and didn't panic. Instead, the high school sophomore grabbed his iPod and checked on a class discussion of "The Autobiography of Malcolm X" without even getting out of bed.





A snowstorm -- another one -- had canceled classes in the � HYPERLINK "http://www.pascack.k12.nj.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1" \t "_blank" �Pascack Valley Regional High School District� in northern New Jersey, but educators and students wouldn't be taking a day off. Before the snow fell, even before the official school cancellation call, teachers were prepped, parents were warned and students had received enough assignments to fill a snow day.





School leaders around the country are tearing up their calendars to cram in more teaching time after extreme numbers of weather cancellations. Some are eliminating holiday breaks and professional development plans, adding minutes and days to the school clock or even cutting recess and opening school on Saturdays. But a few are trying something different: virtual school days that continue learning, even while staff and students are stuck at home.


 


This could be the snow day of the not-too-distant future. As much as students love them, � HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/05/living/school-closings-weather/" �school officials loathe cancellations�, those days off caused by snowstorms, hurricanes, illness outbreaks, or power outages. They cost time and money, disrupt the flow of learning and leave parents in a lurch. By mid-February, the 2,000-student Pascack Valley Regional district had already used its three built-in snow days for the school year, and Superintendent P. Erik Gundersen didn't want to chip away at spring break.





With snow in the forecast, Gundersen alerted teachers that he expected to cancel classes and asked them to develop lessons students could complete from home. A day later, when students logged in on � HYPERLINK "http://www.pascack.k12.nj.us/Page/9219" \t "_blank" �school-provided laptops�, they were able to ask teachers questions, work through assignments or jump into class discussions, even if they sometimes took breaks to shovel the walkways.





Pascack Valley Regional officials still don't know if the day will count toward their state-mandated total. The New Jersey Department of Education hasn't decided yet. But the superintendent already counts it as a learning success. "We think it's worthwhile and productive, why not do it?" Gundersen said. "This is what we've been doing in the corporate world for quite some time ... balancing family life with work and getting things done. Why shouldn't high school kids?"





Schools in similar circumstances are coming to the same conclusion. Staff and students at � HYPERLINK "http://www.coylecassidy.com/Pages/index" \t "_blank" �Coyle and Cassidy High School� in Taunton, Massachusetts, tried their first virtual school days after cancellations began to pile up this year. They were ready. All of the private school's 500 students now have an iPad purchased by his or her parents, and they've used the tablets in class and at home since the start of the school year. They were lucky, too, to have the "perfect snow days," said Kathleen St. Laurent, vice principal of academic affairs at Coyle and Cassidy -- no widespread power outages, no long stretches of days off, a forecast that gave teachers time to prepare and a student body that already knew the drill.





Teachers found creative ways to record and share lessons, and many spent the virtual days fielding students' questions, St. Laurent said. Parents loved it, and students, well; they "were a little bummed out." Many slept in, and some complained there was too much work -- there will be more coordination among teachers in the future, St. Laurent said. Still, participation was high. "With kids, a day out is a lot," St. Laurent said. "This way, everyone could have the same lessons, just as if they were in the classroom."


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/05/living/school-closings-weather/" �� 


Going into Pascack Valley Regional's virtual school day, teachers feared some students wouldn't log in, despite warnings that the day's assignments would count toward their grades. It wasn't a problem: The virtual school day had higher attendance than they expect on a normal school day, the superintendent said. "It was energizing, invigorating," said social studies teacher Karen Kosch, who has taught in Pascack Valley schools for 28 years. "I don't mean to sound corny, but we were all in it together."





No serious technical glitches were reported. Next time, Kosch said, she'll have a stronger sense about how to pace conversations held among dozens of kitchen tables and couches. As one student put it, Kosch said, "I don't know what the big fuss is. We do this every day.' " Kosch, of course, remembers the years before everyone had a laptop, but she had to agree: "We're lucky, right?"
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Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases. 





List three technical devices mentioned in the text that were used from home that were mentioned in the text.


�


For what main reason are teachers and administrators resorting to virtual school days?


��





Define virtual as used in the article


��





What are at least two concerns educators and administrators had going into this venture?�





�


Define roused as used in the text.
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2.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.





The article mentions three actions taken to prepare for an upcoming snow day and school at home. What were those three steps?

















How does one administrator mentioned in the text compare school at home to the typical workplace?

















List at least four other methods of making up school days aside from virtual school that are mentioned in the text.
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3.  The article mentions an example of a public school and a private school that each tried this concept. What are the similarities and differences between each when it comes to making something like this work? What are some challenges your own school district may find if this were to be carried out?    
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4.   You have been assigned the job of convincing the local school board of the best means of making up snow days in your school district. Based on what the author presented in the text, write a paragraph of your “presentation”. Include evidence from the text to support your solution.
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