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        The Woodwind Family 
Woodwinds got their name as they used to all be made of wood. Today the instruments are made of either wood, metal, 
or a mixture of both. The “wind” part come from the air that is blown through needed to make the sound. 

♫ Woodwinds are basically long narrow tubes with holes. Some of the holes have covers called keys. 

♫ Most instruments use a small piece of wood called a reed to produce their vibration. The reed vibrates when air is 
blown across it.  

♫ The main woodwinds in the orchestra include the: piccolo, flute, clarinet, oboe and bassoon. 

♫ Some woodwinds like the flute do not have a reed.  The sound is produced by blowing across a hole in the 
instrument, like you would do if you were blowing across the top of a pop bottle. 

  

 

 

 
       

 



 The Brass Family  
♫ All of the instruments in the brass family are really made of…BRASS! 

♫ They are the loudest of all the orchestra instruments. 

♫ They are made from brass tubes that are very long but have been curved to save space.  The tubes flare at the end 
called the bell. 

♫ Brass instruments have a cup-shaped mouthpiece you “buzz” into. Buzzing makes the air vibrate and the sound 
come out. 

♫ Most brass instruments have valves or button you push down. You can change the notes and sound by your fingers 
or mouth. 

♫ The four main brass instruments are the: trumpet, French horn, trombone, and tuba. 

 

 

 

 

 



      The Brass Family  

 

 

  



       The String Family 
♫ The string section makes up more than half of the orchestra. 

♫ All of the instruments in this section are made of…you guessed it… …STRINGS! 

♫ The strings are made of gut, steel, or nylon. 

♫ Stringed instruments are played by drawing a horsehair bow across the stings, or by plucking or tapping the strings 
to make them vibrate. 

♫ All of the strings (except the harp) have curvy, hollow, wooden bodies and long necks. 

♫ The strings are stretched from the pegs at the neck, through the body and down to the tailpiece. 

♫ The four main instruments in the string family are the:  

Violin  
Viola  
Cello 
Double Bass  
Harp 

  

  



     The String Family 

 
  



The Percussion Family  
♫ Instruments are played by hitting, striking, shaking or scraping. Sometimes by hitting something against itself, or by 

using a stick or mallet. 

♫ Instruments are made of material that can vibrate - animal skin, metal or wood. They come in many shapes and 
sizes. 

♫ They are used to keep the rhythm, make special sound effects and even play different notes 

♫ Some are tuned to make different notes like the xylophone and timpani, and some are untuned like the snare drum 
or bass drum. 

♫ The main percussion instruments in the orchestra are timpani, snare drum, bass drum, marimba, gong and cymbals.  

   



The Percussion Family  
  



The Four Families of the Orchestra 

 Each family is grouped by the way the instrument produces vibration.  The 4 families are  

 string family 

 woodwind family 

 brass family 

 percussion family  



 


