Appendix G:  Athletes’ Code of Conduct

Philosophy of Athletics

The Southern Victoria High School Athletic Department believes that athletics is an terrific extension of the school's educational program since it provides experiences that will help young people to grow physically, mentally, and emotionally.  Emphasis is placed on educating students through athletics as well as teaching athletic skills.  Participation is a privilege, not a right, and should be viewed as such.
Participation in athletics is not only beneficial in terms of better health, physical fitness, and improved motor skills, but also is important in other intangible areas as well.  The desire to succeed and to excel should be instilled in students as well as helping to develop better self-discipline and emotional maturity.  Respect for authority, respect for the rights of others and developing high ideals of fairness in people-to-people relationships are desirable learning outcomes to be achieved through athletics.

Winning, involving the spirit of competition, is an immediate objective in all athletic contests, but is not an end in itself.  The desire to win can and should be used to stimulate the achievement of ultimate objectives (Sportsmanship and Fair Play). 
Here at S.V.H.S., our main objective is to instill in our student athletes the concept that success is brought about by hard work, commitment, sacrifice, preparedness, and doing the best that one can in any situation.  We sincerely hope that these traits are carried over to not only classroom work, but also in later endeavors.

Southern Victoria High School Interscholastic Athletic Code of Conduct
  This section describes the rules that athletes must follow and parents should understand.  Please keep this document for reference, and if there is a question about any rule, contact the Athletic Director for clarification.

1. Chemical Free Rules During School Sponsored Activities:
There will be no use or possession of any tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, or drugs or drug paraphernalia (except by physician's prescription).  Furthermore, there will be no attendance at any bar where tobacco, alcohol or drugs are being illegally used.

.ANY VIOLATION OF THE CHEMICAL FREE RULES WILL AUTOMATICALLY RESULT IN THE LOSS OF YOUR RIGHTS TO CAPTAINCY AND ALL POST SEASON AWARDS. 
 Penalties for Violating the Chemical Free Rules 
First Offense- Suspension from the team for 3-5 consecutive events. If there are not 5 events left in the season then the suspension will be carried over to the next sport season.

Second Offense- Suspension from the team and all extra curricular activities for 365 days. Before being reinstated into the interscholastic program you must meet with the Principal, Athletic Director, and Coach. Your parent(s)/guardian(s) must be present at the meeting.

2. Initiation/Hazing: Hazing or initiation by Interscholastic Athletic participants is prohibited by Southern Victoria High School.  Violation of this rule will result in suspension or possible removal from the team.

3. Leaving Team: Once the coach announces the official team, those athletes remaining are expected to continue on the team for the rest of the season.  If a student athlete decides not to continue, he/she must receive permission from the Athletic Director and/or the principal to withdraw or he/she will be ineligible to participate in another sport that sport season.  Such situations will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
4. Participation: 
You must fulfill the eligibility requirements set by the N.B.I.A.A..

You will be present at all team meetings, practices, scrimmages, and games unless you are ill or have been excused, in advance, by your coach.

In order to practice or play in a game on any school day, you must be in school by the beginning of first period or have a valid excuse, example (doctor's appointment.)

Athletes who are absent the day before a game scheduled for a non-school day shall not be eligible to play in that game unless the absence was due to illness or other extenuating circumstances. In such cases, approval to play must come from the Athletic Director or Principal. It is the responsibility of the student to secure the approval.
Failure of student-athletes to attend school on a regular basis, except in situations where absences are deemed “excused” by the Principal or Athletic Director, will result in probation and/or suspension at the discression of the AD or Principal.
You will strive to do the best you can as a student in school and as an athlete in the athletic program.  You will be aware of and obey any special individual team rules set by the coach.

5. Authorized Transportation: 
Students may never drive themselves or other students to away games or other “away” functions sponsored by the NBIAA.  Athletes can only travel with parents or other adults as specified by the coach or school. Violation of this policy is an automatic 2 game suspension.  All other NBIAA and school travel policies must be complied with.

6. Responsibility for Equipment/Uniforms: Equipment/Uniforms will be issued to each athlete from the office.  The uniform will not be issued until the athletic fees are paid for the current sporting season, and a deposit (cheque or other) is made in the form of security to ensure that the uniform is returned at the end of the season.  It is the responsibility of the athlete to keep track of and store the gear in a secure location. All gear issued must be turned in after the last scheduled game or within the first school week following the last scheduled contest.

All lost equipment/uniforms and equipment/uniforms returned in an unsatisfactory condition must be paid for by the athlete.  The athlete will not be permitted to participate in further sports activities until the above obligations are met. 
7. Appearance: 
Athletes who represent SVHS should be neat and dress in good taste.

8. Language / Gestures:
Profanity and inappropriate gestures are not permitted at any time.  The coach and/or athletic director and/or the school administration will take whatever action is deemed appropriate should such incidents take place.

9. Sportsmanship: All athletes and team members will conduct themselves in a mature and sportsmanlike manner at all times while attending or participating in school-sponsored events as representatives of the team, athletic program, and school.  Violations will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
10.  Behaviour:  If any athlete’s behavior is unbecoming a Viking, either in school or at school-sponsored events, then he or she will face sanctions as deemed appropriate by the AD and/or the principal and/or the coach.  All detentions accrued must be served before students are permitted to participate in team competitions and events, unless no time has been made available by the school for such detentions to occur (in which case the AD or Principal must provide permission for the student-athlete to play and make arrangements as necessary).
11.  Grades:  If any athlete has a grade fall below 60% (or below the teacher’s expectations) on any given course, he or she will be required to consult with their teacher, coach, and the athletic director and/or the principal to take measures to improve his or her performance.  This must be done immediately and will be observed for a probationary period of 1-2 weeks.  If, after that time, the student is still performing below expectations, a suspension from play will ensue.  The student’s performance will be reviewed during his or her suspension on a one-to-two week rotation.  If the suspended student shows clear improvement and takes all pains to make up missed/incomplete work over a period of time deemed appropriate by the administration and/or the AD, then he/she will be reinstated with the team on a probationary period.  If, however, the suspended student has not improved sufficiently, he or she may be permanently removed from the roster for the remainder of that season. 
12.  Team Rules:  The coaching staff has a right to establish and administer team rules for student-athlete and team conduct and comportment.  
13.  Agreement and Consent:  Failure to sign and submit a copy of the athletic code of conduct does not constitute a defense against charges of its violation by student-athletes or their parents at Southern Victoria High School.  It is the intent of this document, not necessarily the wording of it, which is important.  

Southern Victoria High School Parent and Student Code of Conduct Form 



To Parents and Guardians: The following is an agreement to the Athletic Code of Conduct and Permission to Participate agreement.   
Agreement to Contract 
I, _________________________, parent/guardian of _______________________, recognize it is an honor and a privilege to represent Southern Victoria High School and its Interscholastic Athletic Sports Program. By accepting this honor, my son/daughter and I will accept the responsibilities that go with it.  These responsibilities include abiding by the rules set forth by the SVHS Parent’s Code of Conduct, this Code of Conduct agreement, individual teams’ coaching policies, and the New Brunswick Interscholastic Athletic Association (NBIAA). 
Permission to Participate  
I have read a copy of the Athletic Code of Conduct and understand it.  I have discussed the program and the importance of following the rules with my son/daughter and we agree to abide by them.  I grant permission for my son/daughter to participate in the interscholastic Sports Program of Southern Victoria High School.   
__________                                _________________________            
________ 
Athletic Year
Signature of Parent/Guardian
  Dated 
  
Student Agreement   
Since I wish to compete to the best of my athletic ability, I recognize and accept my responsibilities as a Southern Victoria High School Athlete.   
I have read the Athletic Code of Conduct and understand the requirements and its content. I, hereby, agree to follow the Code.  I also understand the importance of following the rules. 
  
  
__________
______________________
______ 
Athletic Year
Signature of Student Athlete 
Dated 
